
BRE Trust Case Studies 

Accessibility 

Opening up and providing accessible, applicable information is a key part of Trust related activities.  

Being a built environment charity brings obvious connections to the built environment sectors, like 

construction and real estate. However, the Trust’s research and associated funded work also reaches 

across several other sectors, including the retail, humanitarian, and health sector.  The Trust has 

sponsored, promoted and worked on various projects that have taken built environment related 

research in collaboration with relevant professionals and experts, into different sectors to provide 

them with the rigour and access to tools, training, and science that is not as widely available or 

potentially overlooked. 

The mission of the Trust is “to enable transformational change within the built environment through 

research, demonstration and education”, and by branching beyond the direct stakeholders, the Trust 

has managed to reach areas less supported by the knowledge related to the built environment and its 

effects.  Research is important in order to understand how to move forward, however, without proper 

dissemination and mobilisation, it can go to waste. Mobilisation may involve the adaptation of 

research or knowledge in order to be applicable in sectors that may not have access to solutions that 

are available in other sectors.  The sustainability theme within the Trust’s ethos aims to provide 

accessible solutions for all. Many have identified the potential for improvement within our built assets, 

and the efficiency of their construction and operation, while simultaneously creating a more 

sustainable and stable environment and economy. Supporting affordable solutions for those that may 

currently find it difficult to make sustainability a priority can open up access to tools and skills that 

allow for more widespread impact on the SDGs.  This can improve areas to do with material sourcing, 

energy use in construction and operation, lower impact construction methods, waste management, 

and efficient management of resources to reduce carbon footprint. The focus on sustainability, as well 

as resilience and wellbeing has opened up connections between the built environment, the health, 

and humanitarian sectors.  

The research on the relationship between building quality and health and wellbeing of occupants or 

users has become more and more prevalent within the construction industry.  The Trust has funded 

research highlighting links between buildings and their effect on circadian rhythms, the resilience of 

aging communities in relation to dementia and independent living, and the related health effects of 

indoor air quality.  The adaptation of built environment tools and assessment methods has led to a 

working relationship with professionals across the humanitarian sector, helping to provide access to 

building and material science, tools and certification to an industry that does not have this information 

widely available.  The nature of the humanitarian industry means there is little time to develop or to 

have sustainability as a priority.  BRE’s level of expertise and experience in these areas can help to 

provide the tools to provide rigour to sustainability based approaches that cater to the humanitarian 

sector.  

The Trust’s work within this theme has many links to specific targets that are easily missed without 

understanding the impact providing relevant tools to other sectors can have.  Provision of research, 

knowledge and skills surrounding sustainable development, resource use and capabilities across 

multiple sectors and countries is a common theme in many goals, including targets: 

SDG Target Number Description / BRE Trust Links 

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge 

and skills needed to promote sustainable development, 
including, among others, through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, 
gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development 

 

Through supporting research and education programmes 
that feed into academic courses and CPD programmes, the 
Trust is supporting partner organisations to acquire 
knowledge and skills and use those in a teaching capacity. 
 
E.g. University partnerships, QSAND training materials, 
support for Long Seng To’s RAEng Fellowship and 
associated research programmes in Nepal and Malawi. 

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource 

efficiency in consumption and production and endeavour to 
decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, 
in accordance with the 10-year framework of programmes 

Through the support and creation of tools and work that look 
to encourage sustainable development, with a focus on 
development and increased resilience while reducing the 
impact on the natural environment. Energy efficiency and 

https://www.bretrust.org.uk/knowledgehub/qsand/
https://www.bretrust.org.uk/knowledgehub/community-energy-resilience/


on sustainable consumption and production, with developed 
countries taking the lead 

material consumption are also key factors in some Trust 
sponsored works.   
 
E.g. QSAND, LCA in the Humanitarian Sector, Long Seng 
To’s RAEng Fellowship and associate works, BREEAM 
mapping, and the Solar Decathlon  

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and 

efficient use of natural resources 

 

Similar to target 8.4, as they share the same indicators for 
measurement, there are aspects within the Trust activities 
that look to assist other industries and their ability to 
sustainably manage and efficiently use resources and 
materials.  
 
E.g. LCA in the Humanitarian Sector, Long Seng To’s 
RAEng Fellowship and associate works, and the Solar 
Decathlon 

9.5 Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological 

capabilities of industrial sectors in all countries, in particular 
developing countries, including, by 2030, encouraging 
innovation and substantially increasing the number of 
research and development workers per 1 million people and 
public and private research and development spending 

As mentioned above, the mission of the Trust is “to enable 
transformational change within the built environment through 
research, demonstration and education”, and by branching 
beyond the direct stakeholders, the Trust has managed to 
reach areas less supported by the knowledge related to the 
built environment and its effects.   
 
The examples mentioned above, particularly the research 
that has been utilised in sectors that lack the capacity to 
carry out their own, apply here.  

17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular 

regional and international cooperation on and access to 
science, technology and innovation and enhance knowledge 
sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through 
improved coordination among existing mechanisms, in 
particular at the United Nations level, and through a global 
technology facilitation mechanism 

 

Increased knowledge sharing is a core part of the Trust, and 
the provision of expertise through tools like QSAND is a key 
part of many projects supported by the Trust.  Widespread 
provision of built environment science and knowledge has 
been a significant part of previous and current projects. 
Supporting projects and other scientists and researchers 
with funding and relevant knowledge from BRE research 
can drive innovation in other sectors.  
 
E.g. Global Building Network Partnership, through this 
partnership, the BRE Trust is keen to connect to other 
actors working to improve the built environment globally, 
both in practice and in the academic sphere 
 
  

 

These particular targets are examples of some that may be missed when looking at the interaction of 

the aforementioned themes and the high level goals themselves. Accessibility of information and 

collaboration across different industries opens the door for wider impacts across the Goals from the 

research provided by BRE Trust and others within the industry who are providing a similar level of 

work.    
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